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z  Coming Together  z

We work in the dark.  We do what we can.
We give what we have.  (Henry James)  

 MEETING THE NEEDS OF OUR RESIDENTS

F R I E N D S  O F  W A R M  H E A R T H ,  I N C .  N E W S L E T T E R

Due to some changes  in Armenian 
legislation intended to protect 
individuals  with disabilities, the gas 
supply to our home was  switched off 
at the onset of winter.  Our home is 
heated by gas  and 
there were a few 
harried and cold 
weeks. In the end, 
we were required 
to install  a new 
heating system, 
which is  a safer 
option for our 
residents  but also 
c o s t a n 
u n e x p e c t e d 
$8,000.  I sent an email to many of 
you & in one weekend over $6,600 
was  raised in response to this  need.  
A new central heating system was 
soon installed & today our residents 

are warm again.  In the meantime, 
beautiful hand-sewn quilts  (pictured 
below) from a group of volunteers  & 
supporters  from Enterprise, Oregon    
arrived for our residents  to add extra 

warmth to  their 
beds.  Our residents 
were able to  see, 
firsthand, the way 
that we work & 
strive on their 
beha l f & the 
lengths  that people 
go to to provide for 
them.  After a 
l i f e t i m e o f 
abandonment, it is 

unique honor to be able to say to 
them that each of you care, & for 
that to be so tangible.  Many thanks 
to each of you who provided for this 
need through time or gifts.  

Providing a Home For Armenian Orphans with Disabilities

Davit 
   has carried a 

lot of  pain in the 

last year.  We 

had all hoped 

he would be a 

good candidate 

for spinal surgery to correct his scoliosis. 

Not understanding the impediments, risks 

& less-than-ideal prognosis, he was sorely 

disappointed when the surgery did not 

occur.  He had to walk forward despite 

the dissolution of  hope,  knowing he 

would live in pain, and that his body 

would not be straight.  Then he suffered 

from the taunts of  others and after the 

disappointments of  the year,  this was too 

much for him.  He suffered a nervous 

breakdown.  But now, at the beginning of  

2008, he is steady again and thriving.  He 

is protected as much as possible from the 

taunts of  other members of  the 

community.  He has accepted the fact that 

he cannot have surgery and seems to be 

enjoying life, learning and creating art.  

We have much to learn from him about 

putting one foot in front of  another and 

carrying on.   

Another’s Eyes
Meet our New Program Manager

Anna Karapetyan joined us in October 

when our previous Program Manager 

went on maternity leave.  Due to pressing 

needs in our home, Anna had to dive in 

with both feet and with hardly time to 

breathe.  It is apparent that she is a pas-

sionate & hard-working part of 

our team.  She takes the resi-

dents & their needs seriously.  

She has already worked many 

late nights caring for Alina who 

was recently hospitalized, ob-

taining estimates for the heat-

ing system & successfully 

overseeing the resolution of 

this problem.  Upon resolving 

the heating problem which was 

also her birthday, she said to me: 

“This is the best birthday present 

I could receive.  This is beyond 

words.”  We are grateful to have 

someone with such compassion 

& devotion to this work that more 

often than not requires a calling, 

not just specific skills.   Welcome, 

Anna, to our home.  

in the



More Like a Family  
Over a year ago we hired Karen Gargaryan to join our night-
staff.  It can be difficult to find male staff  members for this work 
but their presence gives our residents a different sort of  strength.  
Karen has a desire to support social movements in Armenia & 
has worked with people with disabilities in the past.  From the 
first day we met I knew he would add to our team and our home. 
 According to a monitor, who recently visited Warm Hearth, 
Karen plays a tremendous role in the lives of  the residents, espe-
cially our young male residents who have needed a role model & 
male presence.  Karen is said to have “found the key” to every 

resident & is deeply respected and loved.  The residents treat him 
like an older brother, and coming from the orphanage, this emu-
lation of  family bonds is invaluable to them.  On a similar note, 
the new Peace Corps Director’s wife, Nancy Chatter, recently 
visited Warm Hearth.  Trained as a social worker and with a 
background in group home care, she noted that Warm Hearth 
greatly differs from group homes in the U.S. in its atmosphere of  
affection and empathy.  Nancy said, “It is obvious that the resi-
dents are happy here, and that they are in close contact with the 
staff.  Perhaps this is one of  your particularities...”    

SUSTAINABILITY 
IS ANOTHER 
WORD FOR 

JUSTICE.

Providing a home for 
Armenian Orphans

with Disabilities

Your kindness 
makes all the 

difference.  

MAIL DONATIONS TO:

FRIENDS OF WARM HEARTH

PO BOX 1037

TEMPE, AZ 85280

(480) 921-1181

WWW.FRIENDSOFWARMHEARTH.ORG

NATALIE.RIZZIERI@GMAIL.COM

Friends of  Warm Hearth, Inc. 
is a 501(c)(3) 

charitable organization.

              
FAITH & LIGHT 

COMMUNITY 

RETREAT 
One of  our staff  members, 

Sirush, attended the Faith & 

Light Community Retreat in 

Armenia.  Faith & Light 

Communities are volunteer 

family support & healing 

groups started by the founder 

of  L’Arche, Jean Vanier.  

They seek to offer spiritual 

support and hope to 

individuals with disabilities  

      

and their families.  Sirush 

was deeply affected by the 

gathering and came back to 

Warm Hearth with a 

renewed sense of  compassion 

for the residents and 

commitment to her work.  

We hope that Sirush will be 

able to go to the closest 

L’Arche community in Syria 

in May of  2008 as our 

previous volunteer was 

unable to fulfill her 

commitment there.  It is of  

immense value to our home 

to connect and meld with 

L’Arche as they have long 

lived what we strive to create.   

    

Fundraising
Update

O U R  D E E P E S T 
G R A T I T U D E 

T O  A L L  T H O S E 
W H O  M A K E 

W A R M  H E A R T H 
P O S S I B L E .   

F I N A N C I A L  D E T A I L S 
C A N  B E  P R O V I D E D 

U P O N  R E Q U E S T.  

Our 2008 Goals:
improved care & 

an endowment fund.

Thank y ou for 
heLping us meet

our 2007 
Fin ancial go als!  

If  you wish to unsubscribe 
from this newsletter or 
receive it electronically, 

please email us:

 info@friendsofwarmhearth.org

Offering Holistic Care that Integrates Mind, Body & Soul


