Providing a Home For Armenian Orphans with Disabilities
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Agappy
has lived at Warm
Hearth since
2008. Every
time I call Warm
Hearth, I can
hear the smile
on her face
beaming through
her voice. She always excitedly practices
a few English words and phrases that she
has been studying at Yerevan State
Humanity College. But English is not her
favorite subject. She enjoys the gardening
classes most and misses them when school
is not in session. She also has many
friends at the college. Friendships are
very important to her and a central part
of her life. She loves to dance and often
dances as a counterpart to other
residents’ songs. Agappy’s needs are a bit
more camouflaged than the other
residents but our staff now know her
strengths, which are many, and her needs.
They care for her with tenderness and
there is trust between them. We are so

grateful that she is a part of our home.
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Life-Changing Ideas for Backyard Space

THE GARDEN HOUSE

In September, we reported our
newly-laid plans to build a garden
house. The garden house will be a
small and simple building in our
backyard (design pictured here). In
the beginning, it will provide a
structure and a safe
place to care for our
residents with more
intense needs.  Anna
and Sassoon, two of our
residents who have been
in clinics, are the
inspiration for this
garden house. Though
there have been delays,
construction is now underway and
we hope to be ready to welcome
Anna and Sassoon home in March
of 2012. Our vision is that the
home be a transitional space for any
residents with special needs whether
that be Anna and Sassoon in their

and hearts. Thanks to Vartuhi Vartanyan
and her family for hosting a din-
ner circle in their home (pic-
tured here). It was a beautiful

transition from the clinic, a resident
who is looking to increase his or her
independent living skills, or a
volunteer who would benefit the
residents by staying onsite. We are
so grateful for this opportunity and
the possibilities it
holds for our
residents. In the
meantime, we are also
finishing our
basement and making
it a therapeutic and
welcoming place
where any resident
can take some time away
from the larger group to rest, relax,
or be calmed. We are hopeful that
these changes, along with behavior
planning, and a new staffing
structure will be the keys to a
successful transition home for Anna
and Sassoon.

was struck by how our residents are held

and sustained by so many gen-
tle hands. | saw that, in turn,
we are also held by the resi-

In October | traveled to California to see night to gather around a table
many of you, our supporters. | came to
share the ongoing story of Warm Hearth.

| came that we might draw strength from
your care and concern. And we did. | am
grateful to all that extended their hands

dents and the hopefulness of
their stories, the way that they
Whether at St. Vartan’s bazaar, begin again and again, and
Hovsepian School, the office the way that together they

of Archbishop Derderian, or the walk the long road toward
living rooms of my hosts and friends, | fullness despite the many obstacles.

in honor of our residents.




Offering Holistic Care that Integrates Mind, Body & Soul

In Another s gyes - éy }u[iet Setian

Being a part of the Warm Hearth family has been a tre-
mendous gift to me. I have learned much from the resi-
dents and have been changed by them in many ways. For
instance, I admire their patience--with their own lives, with
God, with the world and with others (one could even say
their faithfulness--to their lives, to the world, to God and to
others). In the face of so much sadness, patiently they
continue to celebrate each others’ birthdays, to create

beautiful things with their hands, to plant and harvest in
their garden. So Warm Hearth, for me, is a place of hope
and renewal. And I can’t wait to meet all of them one
day. [Juliet grew up in Armenia but has lived much of her life in
the United States. She is a supporter of Warm Hearth on many
levels - as a dono; a volunteer; a translatoy; a host of dinners and
events and as a representative of Warm Hearth in her community.
She lwes in Irvine, California with her husband and two children.]

SUSTAINABILITY
IS ANOTHER
WORD FOR
JUSTICE.
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NOTES & NEEDS

- Year-end receipts will be
mailed with the 2011 Annual
Report by the 1st of
February. If you need yours
Your kindness
makes all the

difference.

earlier, please contact us.

- Thanks to Rafi & Tamar for
advocating that the proceeds
from the 7th Thanskgiving
Eve Armenian Fair in NYC

go to our residents.

DONATIONS CAN BE SENT TO:

FRIENDS OF WARM HEARTH
PO BOX 4784
SUNNYSIDE, NY 11104

(480) 921-1181

WWW.FRIENDSOFWARMHEARTH.ORG

NATALIERIZZIERI@GMAIL.COM

Friends of Warm Hearth, Inc.
is a 501(c)(3)

charitable organization.

- We are still in need of a few
volunteers to help translate a
dense document from
English to Eastern

Armenian.

- Our residents created an
exhibit of their traditional
carpet-making (pictured
below). The Prime Minister
of Armenia attended the
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exhibit as well as other to an en
Ministers.

FINANCIAL DETAILS
CAN BE PROVIDED
UPON REQUEST.
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and a solution f;)’z
Anna & Sassoon

hosted an open-house for
government officials,
nonprofit managers,
neighbors and friends. Our
home was full and many new

people learned about our PLEASE CONSIDER

PARTNERING
WITH US.

work.

- It has been brought to our
attention that some of our If vou wish to unsubscribe
rom this newsletter or
receive it electronically,
please email us:

frl ndsofwarmhearth.or

website content has been

stolen. Please donate online
through our official website ik
only: www.friendsofwarm

hearth.org. Thank you.




